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Benitachell (El Poble Nou de Benitatxell)  

Benitachell is a peaceful and picturesque town located between the popular coastal 

destinations of Jávea and Moraira, in the Marina Alta region of Alicante province. With a 

population of approximately 5,000 residents, Benitachell offers a quiet, authentic 

Spanish atmosphere, with stunning views of both mountains and sea. Known for its 

dramatic coastline, traditional village centre, and relaxed pace of life, it appeals to 

those seeking a tranquil environment with easy access to the Costa Blanca’s many 

attractions.  

 

Proximity to Beaches  

Benitachell is not a beachfront town in the traditional sense, but it has access to some 

of the most striking coastal spots in the region. The town is home to Cala del Moraig, a 

hidden gem with crystal-clear turquoise waters, surrounded by cliffs — ideal for 

snorkelling, diving, or simply enjoying nature in a more secluded setting. The 

spectacular Ruta de los Acantilados (Cliff Route) provides walking paths with dramatic 

sea views.  

Additionally, the sandy beaches of Moraira, Jávea, and Dénia are all within a 10–20 

minute drive, giving residents the perfect mix of quiet inland living and coastal 

convenience. 

 

Notable Landmarks  

The historic village centre of Benitachell is built on a hillside and retains its traditional 

charm with narrow streets, whitewashed houses, and local shops. The Iglesia de Santa 

María Magdalena, with its distinctive blue dome, is a key architectural and cultural 

landmark in the heart of the town. On the coast, the Cova dels Arcs — a sea cave 

located at Cala del Moraig — is a popular natural formation for photography and 

exploration. The surrounding hills and vineyards also give the area a rich, scenic 

character.  
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Festivals and Traditions 

Benitachell maintains strong local traditions and celebrates a number of festivals 

throughout the year. The Fiestas Patronales in honour of Santa María Magdalena, held in 

July, are the town’s main annual event, featuring religious processions, concerts, 

traditional dress, fireworks, and community meals. Another notable event is San 

Antonio Abad, celebrated in January, which includes the blessing of animals — a long-

standing rural tradition. These festivals bring together the local community and offer 

visitors an opportunity to experience the town’s cultural roots.  

 

Natural Surroundings and Activities 

Surrounded by vineyards, rolling hills, and dramatic coastal cliffs, Benitachell is a 

paradise for outdoor lovers. The area is ideal for hiking, cycling, and coastal walks, with 

routes like the aforementioned cliff trail offering breathtaking vistas of the 

Mediterranean. Cala del Moraig and nearby coves provide fantastic spots for 

snorkelling, kayaking, and scuba diving. The town also lies near the Montgó Natural Park 

and Granadella Forest, offering more extensive natural exploration options. 

 

Pros and Cons of Living in Benitachell 

Benitachell offers a high quality of life for those seeking a peaceful, scenic setting with 

authentic Spanish character. It’s particularly appealing to retirees, remote workers, and 

nature lovers who want to enjoy coastal living without the hustle of more tourist-driven 

towns. The cost of living is generally lower than in neighbouring Moraira or Jávea, and 

the town is home to a welcoming international community, with services such as 

international schools and health centres nearby. On the other hand, Benitachell is a 

small and quiet town, so it may not appeal to those seeking vibrant nightlife or a wide 

range of shopping and entertainment options. However, its proximity to larger towns 

makes it easy to enjoy these amenities when desired, while still benefiting from a calm 

and picturesque day-to-day lifestyle. 


