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Moraira 

Moraira is a charming coastal town located on the northern Costa Blanca, in the 

province of Alicante. Once a quiet fishing village, Moraira has grown into a desirable 

destination for both tourists and expatriates, while maintaining its traditional charm and 

laid-back atmosphere. With a population of around 10,000 residents, which increases 

during the summer months, Moraira offers an ideal blend of scenic beauty, modern 

comforts, and Mediterranean lifestyle. 

 

 Proximity to Beaches  

Moraira is well known for its beautiful, unspoiled beaches and coves. L’Ampolla Beach, 

located next to the town center and overlooked by the iconic Moraira Castle, is the most 

popular — perfect for families thanks to its shallow waters and nearby amenities. For 

those seeking a quieter setting, El Portet offers a small, sheltered bay with calm, 

turquoise waters that are ideal for swimming and paddleboarding. Along the coastline, 

there are also a number of smaller rocky coves like Cala Andrago and Cala Cap Blanc, 

perfect for snorkeling and enjoying the natural surroundings.  

 

Notable Landmarks 

 Moraira's most recognizable landmark is the Castillo de Moraira, a 18th-century coastal 

fortification built to defend against pirate attacks. It sits proudly overlooking L’Ampolla 

Beach. The Marina of Moraira is another focal point, home to numerous yachts and 

sailing boats and offering a range of dining and leisure options. The Parroquia Nuestra 

Señora de los Desamparados, located in the town center, is a modest but beautiful 

church that serves as a cultural and spiritual hub for the local community. Overview of 
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 Festivals and Traditions 

 Despite its international appeal, Moraira retains strong local traditions, which come to 

life through its annual festivals. The Moors and Christians Festival in June is one of the 

highlights, with elaborate parades, costumes, fireworks, and reenactments. In July, 

Moraira celebrates Fiestas Patronales in honor of the Virgen del Carmen, the patron 

saint of fishermen, with processions at sea, live music, and community events. These 

celebrations bring together locals and visitors alike and are a vibrant reflection of the 

town’s cultural roots. 

 

 Natural Surroundings and Activities 

 Moraira is surrounded by stunning natural scenery, including vineyards, pine-covered 

hills, and dramatic coastlines. The nearby Cap d’Or headland offers a beautiful hiking 

trail that ends at an old watchtower with panoramic views of the Mediterranean. The 

surrounding area is ideal for walking, cycling, and enjoying nature. Additionally, 

Moraira’s clean, clear waters make it a popular spot for water sports like kayaking, 

diving, and sailing. The town is also just a short drive from other natural parks and 

mountain trails, offering a perfect balance between sea and countryside.  

 

Pros and Cons of Living in Moraira 

 Moraira is highly regarded for its peaceful environment, well-maintained infrastructure, 

and high quality of life. It has a large international community, particularly among 

British, German, and Dutch residents, which contributes to a welcoming and 

multicultural atmosphere. Services such as international schools, healthcare facilities, 

and fine dining are readily available, making it an attractive option for retirees, families, 

and remote workers alike. On the downside, property prices in Moraira tend to be higher 

due to its desirability and limited space for new development. During the summer, the 

town can also become more crowded, though it retains a more relaxed pace than larger 
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coastal cities. For those seeking a safe, beautiful, and serene place to live or vacation, 

Moraira remains one of the top choices on the Costa Blanca. 


